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derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  ie  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  filmis  en  commenfant  par  la 
premiire  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 
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Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Atra 
filmts  i  des  taux  de  reduction  diffirents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  itre 
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Cucumber  and  Cantaloupe  Growing  in 
B.C.  Dry  Belt. 

A  S  these  two  crops  require  almost  identical  handling  in  their  produc- 
I^V  tion,  the  descriptions  as  to  how  it  is  done  might  be  incorporated 
in  one.  The  seed  should  be  planted  about  April  20th  in  the  flats,  as 
described  for  planting  tomato-seed,  except  that  in  this  case  it  is  better 
to  use  pure  sand,  as  better  plants  can  be  obtained  by  using  the  sand 

As  soon  as  the  plants  are  well  up  they  should  be  transplanted  into 
other  trays,  usmg  ordinary  plant-soil  at  this  time,  spacing  \W  plants 
about  2  mches  apart  either  way.  They  are  kept  here  until  the  tomato- 
plants  are  planted  in  the  field,  which  will  make  available  plenty  of 
empty  trays,  also  greenhouse  and  cool-frame  space  in  which  to  develop 
the  cucumber  and  cantaloupe  plants. 

For  this  planting  it  is  better  to  grow  eight  to  ten  plants  to  a  tray. 
1  he  land  on  which  these  are  to  be  grown  should  be  prepared  some  time 
in  advance  of  setting.  It  should  be  fairly  well  enriched,  as  these  crops 
require  much  more  fertility  than  is  the  case  with  tomatoes. 

It  is  important  to  get  the  plants  hardened  off  before  they  are 
removed  to  the  field,  by  frequent  and  the  ■  igh  ventilation.  Even 
although  the  weather  may  appear  mild  and  ^arm  at  this  time,  the 
sudden  change  from  a  confined  atmosphere  to  the  open  field  will 
almost  invariably  cause  quite  a  serious  check  to  the  plants  unless  well 
hardened  off. 

Usually  they  are  removed  to  the  field  the  first  week  in  June-  much 
Ii-'wever,  depends  upon  weather  conditions.  It  is  better  to  wait  a  few 
(lays  than  to  hurry  them  to  the  field  before  the  weather  is  sufficiently 
warm.    They  should  be  planted  in  rows  about  5  feet  apart,  using  only 
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one  plant  in  a  hill,  as  it  has  been  found  that  better  results  have  bet 
obtained  from  one  plant  in  a  hill  than  where  more  are  used. 

With  th«se  crops,  as  well  as  other  varieties  of  early  vegetable 
thorough  and  frequent  cultivation  is  necessary  to  secure  best  result 
A  soil  that  is  kept  fairly  well  pulverized,  and  stirred  at  least  once 
week,  is  always  better  and  produces  better  growth  than  soil  not  s 
frequently  stirred. 

If  a  person  has  no  greenhouse  or  glass  cold-frame  in  which  to  sta; 
the  plants,  in  ordinary  seasons  a  fair  crop  may  be  obtained  by  plantin 
in  the  field,  if  the  grower  has  fairly  warm  soil,  warmly  situated.  P. 
this  is  meant  land  sloping  to  the  south  and  sheltered  from  northerl 


From  left  to  right,  tomatops.  cucumbers,  aud  peppers,  under  irrieation 
Summerland,  B.C. 

winds.  The  difficulty  with  growing  these  crops  in  this  way  is  th;  t, 
while  a  very  good  crop  may  be  produced  with  proper  care,  there  iS 
danger  that  it  will  not  be  ready  for  the  market  in  time  to  secire 
satisfactory  prices. 

In  harvesting  cucumbers  it  is  always  important  to  have  the  fru  s 
fairly  well  developed  before  cutting.  We  say  "cutting,"  as  it  s 
always  best  to  use  a  knife  and  cut  the  stem,  as  the  fruit  holds  p 
better  than  if  the  stem  is  broken  from  the  fruit. 

Considerable  experience  is  necessary  to  determine  the  best  matur  y 
at  which  to  cut  cucumbers.  A  little  practice  and  testing  will,  howev  , 
help.  If  removed  from  the  vine  at  too  early  a  stage  they  wilt  a  J 
wither  very  quickly,  and  if  allowed  to  remain  too  long  on  the  vine  i  c 
seeds  become  too  large  and  are  unsatisfactory  in  quality.  Therefo  , 
to  secure  a  good  uniform  price,  it  is  important  to  learn  the  best  st..  e 
at  which  to  cut. 


It  is  best  always  to  cut  cucumbers  first  thin  the  morning,  as  it  is 
important  that  they  are  removed  before  the  heat  of  the  sun  can  affect 
tlie  vines  much.  They  should  at  once  be  removed  to  a  cool  location 
and  kept  there  until  packed  and  delivered  to  shipping-point.  Exposure 
for  even  an  hour  or  so  to  the  sun  will  deteriorate  them  very  rapidly, 
and  cause  them  to  arrive  to  the  dealer  in  poor  condition. 

The  cucumbers  are  packed  in  boxes,  using  12  x  12-inch  paper, 
wrapping  each  in  this,  as  it  has  been  found  they  keep  better  in  this 
w  ay.  They  usually  sell  by  the  box,  but  some  quote  them  by  the  dozen. 
It  is  best,  however,  to  count  the  cukes  and  mark  the  number  contained 
on  the  corner  of  each  box.  As  the  season  advances  and  price  gets  low 
the  wrapping  in  paper  is  discontinued. 

In  locations  favourable  for  growing  this  crop  the  fruits  should  begin 
cutting  by  second  week  in  July.  After  this  date,  however,  the  price 
declines  rapidly. 

The  market  for  cucumbers  is  being  pretty  well  supplied ;  except  for 
tlie  first  portion  of  the  crop,  and  in  order  to  make  the  growing  of 
cucumbers  at  all  profitable,  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  soil  well  enriched 
and  to  have  strong  early  plants  in  order  to  get  the  crop  on  the  market 
at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

The  writer  has  succeeded  in  making  the  growing  of  cucumbers 
profitable  each  year  by  making  the  soil  very  rich,  giving  great  care  to 
the  growing  of  the  plants,  and  getting  them  started  in  the  field  as 
soon  as  weather  will  permit. 

As  for  varieties,  it  is  best  to  use  one  of  the  improved  types  of  the 

White  Spine  sorts;  of  these,  the  one  sold  by  the  Stokes  Seed  Co.,  of 

F'^'arle'Dhia,  called  Stokes  Hothouse  Perfection,  produces  a  good 

u  ;dium-sized  fruits  of  good  form.     By  marking  some  of  the 

;i  and  saving  these  for  seed  for  the  past  three  years  at  the 

.  cype  has  been  established  fairly  well  which  is  an  improvement 
ill  101  m,  and  also  in  holding  its  green  colour  much  longer  than  the 
original  type. 

CANTALOUPES. 

The  date  and  method  of  starting  the  seeds  and  of  handling  the 
plants  for  this  crop  is  the  same  as  that  recommended  for  cucumbers. 
Tlie  plants  are  set  the  same  distance  apart  in  the  field,  and  in  doing 
ihis  it  is  equally  important  in  each  case  that  the  roots  of  the  plants 
be  disturbed  as  little  as  possible.  If  grown  in  flats  which  are 
!  2  x  22  x  4  inches  deep  inside  measure,  and  not  over  eight  plants  to  a 
Hat,  they  can  be  removed  to  the  field  with  but  little  interference  with 
the  root  system.  When  hardening  off  the  plants  before  they  are  to  go 
'o  the  field  it  is  best  to  keep  them  rather  dry  until  shortly  before  they 
ire  to  be  taken  out,  then  to  give  a  thorough  wetting  and  cut  the  soil 
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Harvettiiig. 

Pick  tL^r?i!^"^°.'  cantaloupes  it  is  even  of  greater  importance  to 
5SLr  ^\'\"«^[  t""*^-    It  requires  considerable  experience    o 

just  as  quickly  as  the  stem  can  be  removed  from  the  fruit  by^ress  n^ 
.t  moderately  with  the  thumb.     It  is  important  to  test  eTery  f^itTat 
has  the  appearance  of  being  ready,  every  day.  as  if  left  Z  d^y  af^e 
.t  .s  ready  .t  .s  apt  to  be  too  ripe  before  it  reaches  the  consmn7  Th. 

TJ^^7u^         ^^"^''*  ^"'*^'*^''  *••«  the  chief  factors  on  which 
depend  the  success  of  the  industry  in  this  Province. 

Varieties. 

"HcidJl^'T"^^  """""u'l  '*'"'  '^""^  •^^"  ^^^t^-l.  the  one  called 
Hoodoo  has  given  much  the  best  results  of  any.  p.oving  very  satis 
factory  to  growers,  dealers,  and  consumers.  Bu  if  a  varie  v  w  re' 
obumable  havmg  the  other  good  qualities  of  this  one  and  Lg 
tnfle  larger  and  earher,  it  would  be  very  valuable  indeed.  WUh  this 
end  ,„  v^w  the  Hoodoo  was  crossed  in  the  season  of  1916  with  a  very 
early  and  large  variety,  and.  judging  from  the  result  of  the  fi  st  cms? 
It  IS  hoped  that  a  better  type  may  be  obtained;  but  it  will  take  st  a  I 
seasons  to  get  it  established.  «  wm  take  st.    al 

In  1917  eight  new  sorts  were  tested,  but  none  of  these  came  near 
enough  m  comparison  to  Hooooo  to  be  worthy  of  mentb^ 
The  same  crate  that  is  largely  used  south  of  the  Boundary-line  gave 

ilet^rkJ'sXn"  ^^'^^^"^  ^"  '''  ^'^^'^^  ^---'  -'^^  o- 
Victoria,  B.C.,  issued  April,  ipi8. 
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